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 “Spice” is used to describe a diverse 
family of herbal mixtures marketed under 
many names, including K2, fake marijuana, 
Yucatan Fire, Skunk, Moon Rocks, and 
others. These products contain dried, 
shredded plant material and presumably, 
chemical additives that are responsible for 
their psychoactive (mind-altering) effects. 
While Spice products are labeled “not for 
human consumption” they are marketed 
to people who are interested in herbal 
alternatives to marijuana (cannabis). Spice 
users report experiences similar to those 
produced by marijuana, and regular users 
may experience withdrawal and addiction 
symptoms.

Spice mixtures are sold in many countries 
in head shops, gas stations, and via the 
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effect December 2010, and will continue  
for 1 year while the DEA continues to gather 
information about the chemicals. 

A number of States have also instituted bans 
on Spice and Spice-like products and/or 
synthetic cannabinoid-containing products, 
and many others are considering legislation 
forbidding the sale or possession of Spice.

Other Information Sources
For more information on Spice and Spice-
like products, see Understanding the ‘Spice’ 


